caused some difficulty in the radiological diagnosis but the radiographs published by Goldmann & Smith (1943) and by Helfet (1944) showed unilateral vertebral destruction accompanied by adjoining unilateral bony bridging.
Progress: He was given 12 injections of 600,000 units of penicillin at the rate of two a wee1. By September 22, 1961, he had no pain, his spine was no longer tender and his gumma had disappeared. He did not attend again for follow-up.
Comment: Lues of the spine seems to be extremely rare. A thorough search of the literature revealed only the undermentioned cases. Sinding-Larsen (1926) found radiographic changes, similar to those presented here, in the last two dorsal vertebrae of an army officer, aged 31. Kruger (1937) noticed multiple calcified discs in the dorsal spine of a girl aged 14 suffering from lues congenita tarda. Sprung (1937) examined a housewife aged 62, suffering from syphilis and low back pain. There was bony fusion of the first two lumbar vertebrm with areas of rarefaction and sclerosis in the fused mass. Sgalitzer (1941) History: Good health until four months before admission. Two years ago she had thrombosis in the right calf, followed by multiple small superficial ulcers, which healed after three months. In 1960, she had a mild normocytic anamia, from which she recovered well.
Menses started at the age of 16 and were regular until she was 33, when they ceased completely.
